
Our Mission
Toprepareindividualsto embracea diversecommunity,attain theirpersonalgoals, andaspire

to becomecontributingcitizensbyprovidingassistanceandsupport.
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The HonorableTodd Apo, Chair rn randN embersof the City Council — cc
City andCounty of Honolulu
530 SouthKing Street 0 __

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

SUBJECT: RegularCity CouncilMeeting,Wednesday,June 10,2009 regarding ‘C

Bill 15 ExecutiveOperatingBudget,CD2

Aloha HonorableTodd Apo andMembersof the City Council:

My name is Deniee Keliikoa and I’m the Presidentof Making DreamsCome True, Valley of

Rainbows,a 50l,e.3 nonprofit agencyserving youth and families on the LeewardCoast. Jam

writing in supportof the Office of EconomicDevelopmentandmaintainingtheir currentbudget

level. We have beenworking with the City staff and OED since2002 to provide our residents

with a quality free community eventeachyear, Since2000, over 15,000communitymembers,

families and kupunaenjoy the annualWai’anaeCoastSunseton the Beachheldat Mai’li Beach,

a total of 120,000+ children, families and senior adults over the 9 years. Our families and

kupunalooks forward to this annualcommunity eventas it is oneof the few free family events

offered on the LeewardCoast. Other ways the OED hashelped our agency andcommunity

through this popularcommunityevent:

o 180 restaurantsandfood vendorshavebeenableto promotetheir placeof businessand
increasesalesat their establishment;generatingovera million dollarsin revenue.

• Over300 craft, artists andshopownershavesold local madeproductsandtheir merchandise.
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• Over 175 entertainers,hula halaus,musiciansandmusicalgroupshavebeenable toshare
their musical talents with businesses,community residentsandproducers creatingnew
bookingsand gigs.

• 200+nonprofit agencieshavebeen able tosharetheir programs andshowcasetheir services,
reaching thousandsofresidents.

• Over 150,000individuals havebeenable to receivefreehealth screeningsandvarious testsat
our health expo eachyear. Many are not ableto seea doctor or havephysicalsdueto their
limited incomeor lack of insuranceanduseour eventto receivemedicalcareandadvice.

• With OED’s grantsupport Valley ofRainbowshascontractedmany local event,soundand
rental vendors to assistwith the production ofthis annual eventover the 8 years,helping
their businessesgrow, prosperandbecomeeconomically independent— an estimated:

o $700,000spenton sound, stage,videoand equipment contracts
o $420,000on tent, chain, tables,siding and otherequipment rentalfees.
o $100,000on signage,bannersand exhibit display items.
o $ 75,000on printingofeventshirts.
o $ 72,000on food/beverageslocally purchasedlocally for volunteers.
o $35,000on mediacontracts andadvertisementsto promoteandmarketourevent.
o $27,000in transportationand shuttle vendors.

As you can seethis hasbeen a positivepartnership for thousandsofcommunityresidents,
businessesandsmaller companiesand we strongly urge our Council Membersto maintain the
level of support and funding for OW) in this budgetyear.

During theseeconomicallychallengingtimes, it is evenmore important to ensurepublic/private
partnerships betweenthe city and non-profits and small businessesto leverageavailable
resources.

I thank you for your past andcontinuedsupport and especiallyyour time asyou reviewmy
testimony. I can be reachedat (808) 286 7869or email at dcnicelauihawaii.rr.com if you have
any questions.

Mahalo nui ba,

DeniceKeliikoa

President

P0 Box 1009,Wai’anae, HI 96792
Phone~(808) 286.7869 Fax: (808) 696.3389

www.vaflevofralnbows.org


